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OctOber 11: chandler,
Penny, and Peters
at Flash FictiOn night
Our annual October Flash Fiction
Night – which this year challenged
members to write 300-word stories
in the style of a favorite author –
demonstrated the talent and imagination of our members. At a lively
roundtable session, a dozen members read aloud stories that captured
the style, spirit, and tone of classic
mystery writers, past and present.
We heard stories inspired by Arthur Conan Doyle, Louise Penny,
Raymond Chandler, Ellis Peters, Sue
Grafton, Lawrence Block, Elizabeth
George, and more. After each reading, the group ventured guesses as to
the inspiration for the story, and the
author and the person who guessed
correctly were awarded treats.
After all the stories had been read,
we discussed the experience of
trying to write in the style of another
author and what we learned about
their writing – and our own.
Thanks to Sarah Niebuhr Rubin for
coming up with this fresh slant on an
old favorite meeting format – and for
chairing the session. As Curt Colbert
said at the end of the evening, “This
was the best meeting I’ve ever been
to.”

november 2018
nan robkin, editor

sound
in crime
In This Issue:

l
l
l
l
l
l

November Meeting, p. 1
October Meeting, p. 1
Pictures, p. 2
Member News, p. 3
Chapter News, p. 3
Ballot: on p 5

Join or renew for 2019 now!
New members who join now will
have valid memberships through December 2019. Enjoy our professional
development programs, take advantage of promotional opportunities, and
network with our active community.
Early renewals are also welcome!
Details at http://pugetsoundsinc.com
Election on Nov 8th
The election for 2019 officers will
be held at the Thurs, Nov 8th meeting. See page 3 for details. A mail-in
ballot may be found on page 5.
2019 Program Discussion
Join the Executive Committee on
Nov. 8th to hear about plans underway for 2019 and share your ideas
for programs you’d like to see offered next year. We’ll meet in Third
Place Common before the meeting
on Thurs, Nov 8th, 6–7 pm. Can’t
make it? Share your ideas by email:
pugetsound.sinc@gmail.com

J

nOvember 8 meeting: Get
the Most from Goodreads
as Author/Reader
Goodreads was launched in 2007 as
a site “to help people find and share
books they love . . . [and] to improve
the process of reading and learning
throughout the world” as well as to
help authors and publishers address
the challenge of “discoverability.”
By June 2018, the site had over 75
million registered members in its
community of readers/reviewers/and
authors.
That is a huge audience. . . but how
does an author reach them? And how
do readers connect? On Thurs, Nov
8th, writer, editor, and Goodreads
expert Dana Delamar will walk us

Dana Delamar
continued on page 4

seattle, washington
email: alhrobkin@aol.com
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Clockwise from top left:
Anne Prather reads; the
whole group listens to our
Mission Statement; Alice K. Boatwright reads;
Candace Robb reads;
Curt Colbert reads; Peggy
Barnett reads; the whole
group; Alice and Chris
Hoffman; Roxanne Dunn
reads; Leslie Jordan reads;
Sarah Niebuhr Rubin is
mugged. More readers on
page 4.
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NEWS YOU CAN USE

Member News

Chapter News

Welcome New Members: Leslie
Budewitz, Linda Johns, and Kathryn Wadsworth

We Have a Bank Account!
Thanks to the tireless efforts of our
Treasurer, Waverly Fitzgerald, our
chapter now has a business bank
account with BECU, and members
will henceforth be able to make their
checks out to “Puget Sound Sisters in
Crime.” All it required to make this
happen was a lot of research, a mountain of paperwork, and persistence.
We are now an official Washington
State non-profit organization, a step
that Sisters in Crime national urged us
to take.

Alice K. Boatwright’s first two Ellie
Kent mysteries, Under an English
Heaven and What Child Is This? are
on sale for 99-cents each from Oct 26
through Nov 1. Great Halloween and
Christmas reading for $1.99! Paperback and audio editions are also available (but not on sale). Learn more at
http://alicekboatwright.com
Curt Colbert has signed a contract
with Epicenter/Coffeetown Press for
the publication of his new Vietnam
Era mystery, All Along the Watchtower. It will be released next summer.
Waverly Fitzgerald is teaching a
Novel Immersion Class at Hugo
House from Oct 24 to Dec 5. She
says the “very ambitious will finish a
rough draft of 50,000 words” during
the course. Learn more:
http://waverlyfitzgerald.com
Erica Miner lectured on Crossover
Composers: Classical to Opera from
Oct 10 to 24 at Edmonds Community
College. Learn more:
http://ericaminer.com
Jeanne Matthews’ latest blog in
Buried Under Books is “Leave Them
Hanging”. Read it now at:
https://tinyurl.com/yayuo74f
Tracy Weber has announced that,
although her publisher Midnight Ink
is closing its doors next summer, her
6th Downward Dog mystery, Murder Likes It Hot, will be published
on schedule in January 2019. Learn
more: http://tracyweberauthor.com
Marty Wingate’s 7th Potting Shed
mystery, Midsummer Mayhem, will
be released by Alibi on Nov 6th in all
available ebook formats. Learn more
at https://tinyurl.com/yc4r5pa8

Slate of 2019 nominees announced
at October meeting
The result of the nomination process
was that all of the current officers
were nominated to continue their
positions for another year. No other
candidates were put forward this time.
The election will be held by secret
ballot at our November meeting. If
you are unable to attend, please use
the mail-in ballot on page 4.
Meet the candidates:
President: Alice K. Boatwright
Alice has been a member of Sisters
in Crime since 2014 and was elected
Co-President for 2018. (When the
by-laws changed earlier this year, she
became President.) She is the author
of the award-winning Ellie Kent mysteries, as well as literary fiction. Her
“day jobs” have given her extensive
experience in PR, marketing, communications, publications, and event
planning as well as teaching writing
and editing.
Vice-President: Marty Wingate
Marty joined Sisters in Crime (national) in 2014 and our chapter in
2015. She was elected Co-President
for 2018 and became Vice-President
when the bylaws changed. She is the
author of the Potting Shed and Birds

of a Feather mysteries and a new
series to be published by Berkley.
She has served on panels at numerous
mystery conventions, as well as organizing a series of readings at libraries
in the area. A well-known garden
writer, she has honed her event planning skills leading garden tours.
Treasurer: Waverly Fitzgerald
Waverly is a long-time member of
Sisters in Crime and well known as a
member of the Seattle 7 and a teacher
for Hugo House. Elected Secretary/
Treasurer, she chose to become Treasurer when the bylaws changed. She
has also been the finance manager
for several non-profit organizations
and was treasurer on the Board of the
Northwest Independent Editors Guild.
She writes the Barking Detective
mysteries under the pen name Waverly Curtis (with Curt Colbert). She is
also the author of a series of Victorian
romances and the founder of Rat City
Publishing.
Secretary: Sarah Niebuhr Rubin
Sarah was first a member of the SinC
Guppies chapter then joined the Puget
Sound chapter in 2017. She quickly
became involved in revamping our
website and helping us with social
media. Consequently, when the bylaws changed, the Executive Committee asked her if she would take
on the new position of Secretary, and
she agreed. Sarah has published short
stories and is currently seeking an
agent for a mystery set on the Olympic Peninsula while she edits another
set in Seattle. She has taught Writing
as a Spiritual Practice in religious and
secular settings and co-led a weekly
Seattle Women Writers Meetup for
two years.
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through the many facets of Goodreads and explains how authors can
help their books succeed through its
services. Sarah Niebuhr Rubin will
also describe the community’s tools
and benefits from a reader’s perspective.

Monthly meetings are held January
through June and September through
November. Additional chapter activities
are held, as planned by the members.

Dana Delamar is the author of erotic
romance, LGBT romance, and the
“Blood and Honor” Mafia romance
series. In 2014 she was a finalist for
both an Amazon Breakthrough Novel
Award and a Maggie Award, as well
as a semi-finalist in the Kindle Book
Review’s Best Kindle Book Awards.
Thurs, Nov 8th, 7–8:30 in the Stadler
Room, Third Place Commons, Lake
Forest Park Town Center.

Join us! Membership in Sisters in Crime
is open to all genres of crime and mystery
writers at all stages of their careers, as
well as readers and fans. Both women
and men are welcome to join.

Sarah Niebuhr Rubin

beneFits OF belOnging tO sinc!
New members: Join now for a membership valid through 2019.

Nan Robkin

The benefits of belonging to Sisters in
Crime and the Puget Sound Chapter include a variety of professional development and networking opportunities, in
addition to our nine monthly programs
each year. These range from attending
special member-only events to opportunities to promote your work through our
website and social media, as well as by
participating in our speakers’ bureau.
Join Puget Sound SinC:
https://pugetsoundsinc.com/membership/
Join SinC national: Application form
https://bit.ly/2Qm12oL
Photos : Nan Robkin, Sarah Niebuhr
Rubin, Candace Robb, courtesy of Dana
Delamar

To become a member of the Puget Sound
Chapter, you must also join the national
organization at www.sistersincrime.org.
You are welcome to attend a meeting or
two without joining, but special chapter
events are for paid-up members only.
Chapter dues: Dues are paid annually in
January. The fee is $20 per year. To pay
your dues, please bring a check made
out to “Puget Sound Sisters in Crime”
to the meeting or send it to Waverly
Fitzgerald at 1211 East Denny Way,
#187, Seattle WA 98122. You may also
pay your dues with cash at the meeting
or through Paypal at
waverlyfitzgerald@gmail.com.

DAYOFT
First-time members who join the Puget
Sound chapter now will pay $20 for
membership through 2019. Continuing
members may renew now as well.

The Sisters in Crime Puget Sound
Chapter meets at 7:00 pm on the second
Thursday of the month in the Stadler
Room of Third Place Commons (adjacent
to Third Place Books) in the Lake Forest
Park Town Center.

Morrie Robkin

2018 officers:
President: Alice K. Boatwright
(alicekboatwright@gmail.com),
Vice President: Marty Wingate
(martywingateauthor@gmail.com)
Secretary: Sarah Niebuhr Rubin
(pugetsound.sinc@gmail.com)
Treasurer: Waverly Fitzgerald
(waverlyfitzgerald@gmail.com)
Contact us:
Social Media Manager: Sarah Niebuhr
Rubin (pugetsound.sinc@gmail.com)
Newsletter Editor: Nan Robkin
(alhrobkin@aol.com)
Email: pugetsound.sinc@gmail.com
Website:
https://pugetsoundsinc.com
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/PugetSoundSinC/
Twitter:
https://twitter.com/PugetSoundSinC
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Puget Sound Sisters in Crime
November 2018 Mail-in Ballot
This ballot is for use by those unable to attend the meeting on Thurs, Nov 8, 7-8:30 pm, Stadler
Room, Third Place Commons, Lake Forest Park, WA. Voting at the meeting will be held by secret
ballot.
Please note: only paid-up members of both Sisters in Crime national and the Puget Sound chapter are
eligible to vote. If you have a question about your eligibility, please write to
pugetsound.sinc@gmail.com
How to vote with this ballot: First, print this page, then
1) Fill out the form
2) Enclose it in a sealed envelope marked “Ballot”
3) Mail it in an outer envelope that includes your return address to:
Nan Robkin, 120 128th Ave NE, Bellevue, WA 98005-3221
Please fill out, detach, and mail according to the instructions above.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Puget Sound Sisters in Crime
Official Ballot for November 2018
Please mark “yes” or “no” indicating your support (or not) for the candidates listed below:
President: Alice K. Boatwright
___Yes
___No
Vice-President: Marty Wingate
___Yes
___No
Treasurer: Waverly Fitzgerald
___Yes
___No
Secretary: Sarah Niebuhr Rubin
___Yes
___No
Thank you for participating in this process!

